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Research Project Title: “Stories of learning”: Creative 

literacies and lifelong learning: Exploring learning sites 

and creative educational opportunities around reading 

and writing fiction 

 

Overview: 

This study investigated how “creative literacies” may provide 

innovative educational approaches across the lifespan and in various 

disciplines, related to learning and fiction writing.   

Participants: 

Life history/biographical interviews were conducted with 37 

fiction authors to explore how they gained deeper insights into the 

writing process and learning connected to fiction.   

Visits were made to “creative learning sites” such as educational 

programs and festivals connected to fiction writing. Interviews with 16 

‘key informants’ explored how they organize and deliver these events 

and programs to support learning linked to fiction writing. 

Findings: 

 Fiction helps to stimulate imagination and can be used to explore 

difficult and sensitive topics in various learning contexts 

 In a global world, shaped by diversity and migration, learning 

about other cultural perspectives is increasingly important 

 Using fictional resources for teaching means that learners can 

delve into challenging topics without feeling pressured to 

disclose personal aspects of their own lives 

 Through fiction, learners are encouraged to view issues from the 

vantage points of others whose lives might be very different 

than their own 



3 

 Fiction authors can provide important insights into how creative 

learning processes occur and may be fostered through more 

imaginative teaching practices 

 Various instructional activities can be developed in different 

disciplines that draw upon fiction writing to teach about assorted 

topics such as ethics or professionalism 

 Events and programs that support fiction writing are an 

important resource to engage citizens in learning across the 

lifespan  

 Innovative approaches can be developed to include participants 

coming from a range of different social and economic 

circumstances  

 

Implications: 

 Fiction is a valuable resource that can be used by educators in a 

variety of disciplines to enhance learning across the lifespan. In order 

to have a literate society, with citizens engaged in more creative and 

innovative approaches to learning, it is important to provide support to 

fiction writers and events and programs connected to fiction writing. 
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